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SNSF OA funding



SNSF OA publications

• funding for OA publication of articles, book chapters, books

• costs of publishers’ services

• condition: accessible via gold road (gold access)
- accessible immediately upon publication
- no restrictions
- free of charge

• articles/ book chapters: only output from SNSF-funded projects
→ ChronosHub/ mySNF 

• books: output from SNSF-funded projects but also other research (?)
→ mySNF



OA articles

• publication in fully OA (gold access) peer-reviewed journals

→ Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
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OA articles

• publication in fully OA (gold access) peer-reviewed journals

→ Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

→ Journal Checker Tool

• SNSF covers publisher’s services for quality assurance, production, distribution

• payment of article processing charges (APC) 

• NO special issue articles (as of 01/04/2024)

• no hybrid access journals (paywall, double dipping)

nota bene: 

SNSF OA requirement fulfilled by hybrid access, but costs not covered

https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://journalcheckertool.org/


OA articles: ChronosHub

• submission of APC invoice for payment
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https://snsf.chronoshub.io/app/funding-request
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OA book chapters

• book chapter published in peer-reviewed edited volume (anthology)

• book chapter processing charges (BCPC) (no upper limit)

• peer review from publisher

• at least 50% of research on which publication is based funded by SNSF

• funding reserved for recipients of SNSF grant or employees in SNSF-funded 
project (at least one listed as author)

• application must cite original SNSF grant

• application can be submitted after end of project

• funding must be mentioned in acknowledgements section of publication



OA book chapters
• application submission at any time

• application via mySNF online platform → ‘Science communication – Open 
Access book chapters’

• submission of publisher invoice with application

• direct payment of costs to publishers (refund for already paid invoice also 
possible until up to six months after publication date)



OA book chapters



OA books

• monographs: PhD dissertations, habilitations, legal commentaries, editions

o comprehensive, academic, peer-reviewed works 

o dissertations/ habilitations: considered monographs if thesis prepared/ 
revised/ adapted for publication as book in cooperation with publisher



OA books

o academic, peer-reviewed work with contributions by different authors

o topic of volume connects contributions cohesively

o topic explained by one or more editors in well-founded introduction

• monographs: PhD dissertations, habilitations, legal commentaries, editions

• edited volumes (anthologies)



OA books

• monographs: PhD dissertations, habilitations, legal commentaries, editions

• edited volumes (anthologies)

• NO textbooks, special issues, conference proceedings, new editions/ translations



OA books

• SNSF-funding of project not relevant (?)

• proven academic added value, primarily aimed at academic audience

o publisher’s services for book processing charges (BPC)

- quality assurance: manuscript selection, peer review procedure, expert editing, proofing

- book production: typesetting, layout/cover, image processing/ reproduction rights, 
digitisation

- distribution: marketing, publication of OA version and distribution, provision of metadata

• monographs: PhD dissertations, habilitations, legal commentaries, editions

• edited volumes (anthologies)

• NO textbooks, special issues, conference proceedings, new editions/ translations



OA books

o up to 15,000 CHF per book publication

o additional funding possible: particularly long publications (over 750,000 
characters incl. spaces)/ elaborate layout/ audiovisual and interactive content/ 
foreign language proofreading (=/= authors’ native language, typically English)

o NO contribution towards printing costs

• monographs: PhD dissertations, habilitations, legal commentaries, editions

• edited volumes (anthologies)

• NO textbooks, special issues, conference proceedings, new editions/ translations

• SNSF-funding of project not relevant (?)

• proven academic added value, primarily aimed at academic audience



OA books

• peer-review requirements

o publisher responsible for quality assurance

o at least one external, independent, meaningful written review

 → publisher invited to submit review via mySNSF

o peer-review process documented in writing

 → signed and dated statement 

- reviewer independent from applicant/ authors and publisher

- reviews of book proposals not accepted (entire manuscript)

- edited volumes: peer review for volume as a whole and individual contributions

- dissertations/ habilitations: thesis examiner reports accepted 

- applications can only be submitted once reviews have been conducted and manuscript revised



OA books

• application for ‘Scientific Communication – Open Access Books’ on mySNF

• application submission any time, decision typically within 2 months

- application by author of book/ member of editorial team

- general requirements for submitting an SNSF-application

- main applicant: employment of at least 50% at Swiss institution at time of application

- result of SNSF-funded research OR carried out at Swiss institution (?)

- submission possible after end of grant timeframe (if applicable)



OA books



OA books

• decision and payment

o after evaluation, applicant is informed of decision within 2 months (no publication before)

o grant recipient requests release of funds on mySNF (within 1 year after decision)

o SNSF pays approved grants/ invoice directly to publisher

o payment exclusively in CHF

o value added tax (VAT) must already be included in requested amount

o SNSF =/= addressee of contracts, invoices, reminders → contracting parties = grant 
recipient and publisher

o book must be published within 6 months of grant release

o OA online publication at same time as print version at the latest



OA books

• copyright page of OA version

o mention of SNSF’s funding of publication (acknowledgement)

o minimum requirement: CC BY-NY-ND (Creative Commons: created by, non-commercial, 
no derivative), recommendation: CC BY licence

o DOI number (Digital Object Identifier)

o ISBN number (if additional versions, e.g. print, separate ISBNs) 

o year of publication

- author/ editor also deposits book publication in institutional or discipline-specific 
repository

- SNSF forwards OA publication along with metadata to Swiss National Library and 
OAPEN Library



OA books



OA books
• 11 grants per month in 2018, 15 grants per month in 2019

• by the end of 2019, 3.6 million CHF for 235 open access books/ on average 
15,400 CHF per book 

• most grants awarded in humanities

• 50% of book publication within 15,000 CHF limit

• 6% interactive content (further funds)

• 54% in German, 25% in French (further funds for proofing in other languages)

• 73 publishers in 8 countries (45% Switzerland, 43% Germany) 



case study: edited volume



case study

Zehentner, E., Röthlisberger, M. & T. Colleman (eds.). 
2023. Ditransitives in Germanic Languages: Synchronic 
and diachronic aspects. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
https://doi.org/10.1075/sigl.7 

https://www.jbe-
platform.com/content/books/9789027249715 

https://doi.org/10.1075/sigl.7
https://www.jbe-platform.com/content/books/9789027249715
https://www.jbe-platform.com/content/books/9789027249715
https://www.jbe-platform.com/content/books/9789027249715


case study

• 09/2018: conference workshop on which publication is based
• 11/2022: publication (peer-reviewed) ready, start of application
• 01/2023: final submission of application
• 02/2023: decision on application
• 08/2023: OA and print publication 

Step 0: preparation of publication

Step 1: communication with publishers (A. de Looper, Benjamins)

o details on coverage of BPCs (quality control/ production/ distribution; no printing; 
questions on potential additional charges)

o timeline (publication only after SNSF decision due to funding acknowledgements)
o details on requirements regarding DOI, ISBN etc.
o details on licences (SNSF: CC-BY rec. vs publisher preference: CC BY-NY-ND)



case study
Step 2: publisher cost calculations obtained



case study
Step 3: application preparation

• cost calculation (currency, VAT)
• supplementary costs

• applicant decisions



case study
Step 3: application preparation

• application details and 
documents

o editor CVs
o editor publication lists 
o contributor bios
o manuscript
o calculation



case study
Step 3: application preparation

• application details and 
documents

• peer review documentation



case study
Step 4: application submission



case study
Step 5: application approval



case study
Step 6: publisher invoice submitted to grant recipient

Step 7: request for release of funds (mySNSF)



case study
Step 6: publisher invoice submitted to grant recipient

Step 7: request for release of funds (mySNSF)

Step 8: publication



case study
• benefits: 

o good chances at obtaining OA funding

o accessibility: OA books not tied to SNSF-projects

o fairly easy and quick process

• challenges: 

o guidelines not always entirely clear

o some ‘technical’ knowledge/ understanding required (e.g. licences) 

o cooperativeness/ communicativeness of publishers

o extended publication timeframe (mySNF account, invoice, evaluation, ..)

o …



thank you!
questions/ comments?
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