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SNSF policy on Open Research Data

The SNSF values research data sharing as a fundamental contribution to the impact, transparency and 
reproducibility of scientific research. In addition to being carefully curated and stored, the SNSF believes 
research data should be shared as openly as possible.
The SNSF therefore expects all its funded researchers

○ to store the research data they have worked on and produced during the course of their research 
work,

○ to share these data with other researchers, unless they are bound by legal, ethical, copyright, 
confidentiality or other clauses, and

○ to deposit their data and metadata onto existing public repositories in formats that anyone can find, 
access and reuse without restriction.

Research data is collected, observed or generated factual material that is commonly accepted in the 
scientific community as necessary to document and validate research findings.
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UZH Open Science Policy
UZH expects that all publicly funded scholarly output – including, e.g. publications, research data and 
code – is made openly available. 
UZH expects output of all publicly funded research to be made FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable 
and Reusable). The FAIR principles apply to data and metadata as well as to software, code, algorithms, 
and workflows/protocols that lead to that data. 
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Findable
➔ (meta)data should have a globally unique and persistent identifier (doi)
➔ well described metadata
➔ (meta)data should be registered (zenodo, osf, …)

Accessible
➔ (meta)data and protocols should be retrievable, open and free
➔ metadata should stay accessible, even when data not available

Interoperable 
➔ (meta)data should use a formal, accessible, shared and broadly applicable language

Reusable
➔ (meta)data with clear and accessible usage license and detailed provenance
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Why is data sharing so important for science?

- Facilitates sharing of knowledge and resources

- Makes science more efficient

- Makes science more transparent

- Increases trust in science

- Increases fairness towards tax-payers

- Facilitates self regulation of science
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Why is data sharing so important for the individual researcher?

- Makes you / the researcher more attractive for collaboration

- Increases credibility

- Increases citations / outreach 

- Increases visibility

- Makes review process more efficient
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Open and FAIR data sharing does not come without obstacles

1. Data privacy issues

– Pseudo-anonymisation

– Statistical methods to ensure anonymisation

2. Recognition, being acknowledged for data sharing 

– Data Journals

– Data with DOI can be linked to ORCiD

3. Long-term data maintenance

– Training and data stewardships

4. Open and FAIR data sharing is not enough

– Additionally share code, software, and all research material



How does it work in practice?

…. How did I try to do it myself? (my interpretation of Open and FAIR data)



Abstract of one of my recent preprints
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Data privacy issues

→ data on grades given to research proposals by panel members!!!



First Problem

Data privacy issues

→ data on grades given to research proposals by panel members!!!

→ Consulted the SNSF legal department to ensure that data is (pseudo)anonymous.
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Findable, Interoperable, …

+ The data set is linked to my ORCiD-Profile
+ Online supplement uses / loads data-set directly from Zenodo to reproduce results from paper using 

functionalities implemented in an R-package (shared on github)





Thank you. 

Question?
Comments?


